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The FEMA program bus rm;ﬁnd':?z.? firmurte workers aned b proven f e
a papuler cmljﬁmﬁau amang both male and female nmates.

Inmate workers
get FEMA certified

The Prson Tndulrr}'ﬁulﬂmrir}'
has eeamed up with the Federal
Emergency Mansgement Agency
w fadlizee an independent sty
program, newly inroduced in
June 2003, The program ndudes
Hazardows Marenals raining
CONMUMILLI GO,

[tisa .ﬁrll"-.linuj}-' [pregrarm in
which inmate workers leam safety
precautions about how 1o handle
chermicals as well as how o
dispose of them propery.

“Tle cemficaton is an
independent ovaluaton of
lenowddedpe,” said Mike Cobwedl,
prison inchasries adminismrator of
the inmate emplovability program,

Colwell says thar this specific
certification creaes a safer work
ervirrmment within all 68 of the
PLA facrories.

So far, the FEMA program has
certhed 322 mrmee worsers and has
proven 1o bea popular cerdfication
among male and fernale inmates.

“These certfications help
it difficalties inrruaes will face
while on parole,” said Cobwell,

The supervisors of these
programs are all PLA employees
who work toward making sure
that inmares are prepared for
parole. Colwell said thar the
supervisors are dedicared employes
wheo feel the program i a
movadonal wol as wdl as
recognition of job skills.

In addition 1w the industry-

issued 525 intermal cernficares
anmf‘ia:imqr for 1,500 hours
of ceceptional work.

To participare in the IEP
program, inmates must have no
adverse work relared problems,
st peass CDC nests, and be
within three vears of their release
o parole,

The Prison Industry
Authorins Inmate Employabiliry
rettiftcanions and was inrmdieed
tox the PLA in 20040,



